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Church of the Resurrection – Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Monthly Meeting Minutes 

April 13, 2022 
 

Members Present: 
Debbie Burke (’24), Tina Fesenmyer (’23), Adora Gallagher (’24), Bill Hohman (’22), Travis Polk (’23), Mark 
Samborsky (’22-Z), Sandra Tarullo-Jacobs (’24), Katy Wyatt (’23) 
 
Pastoral Staff Present: Father Denis Kigozi, Brad Romantic 
 
Guests Present:  Michael Smith, PFC 
 
Members Absent: Tom Bindi (’22), Lily Canales (Youth Representative), Tammy Foeller (’23), Christina Hefty 
(‘24), Jack Spangenberg (Youth Representative), 
 
Pastoral Staff Absent:  
 
The council met in the Ministry Center. Meeting began ~7:05 pm 

TOPIC DISCUSSION 

Opening Prayer   Father Denis 

Minutes Motion to approve the minutes by Bill Hohman, seconded by Travis Polk.  Minutes 
approved unanimously 

Reports/Updates  • Parish Finance Committee Report – Mike Smith.  Mike reviewed the financials since 
his last visit.  As of February, still within budget. Two important decisions made by 
PFC: 1. The PFC recommendation has changed from keeping 3 months to keeping 4 
months of expenses on reserve as a “rainy day” fund.  2. An endowment fund, the 
Charitable Works fund, has been created at the Catholic Foundation.  The theory is 
that as the church receives extra blessings over time, it will add to that fund. Father 
will then, based on consultation with and the recommendations of appropriate 
entities within our parish community, direct disbursements from the endowment to 
a charity (charitable works). The disbursements from this endowment are 
specifically allocated for charitable works as opposed to a similar endowment 
created a few years ago.  Father noted that the creation of such an endowment fund 
within a parish is unique in his experience. Debbie Burke suggested that, in light of 
RPRF discussions, perhaps we could identify struggling parishes within our 
community to be a beneficiary of the disbursements.   
Mike also reviewed the census reports and noted that in the future they will be 
coming to PPC monthly.  Discussion included: variation in envelope versus online 
giving through the pandemic and after, the effects of inflation on giving, donations 
to Ukraine (these are reported in the bulletin – initial 2nd offertory collection was 
over $20,000). 

• Deanery Report – Al Hannum sent a report which was shared by Adora. The Deanery 
still has not met.  Nothing new is expected to happen with the Deanery until after 
the new bishop is installed.  Al is meeting with Helping Hands to get their approval 
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to place an ad in the bulletin asking for donations.  Al noted that there can be more 
than one representative to the Deanery and since he also took on the role of acting 
chair during the pandemic it might be useful to consider having another 
representative from COTRNA selected to go to the Deanery.  Deanery meetings 
typically are in the evening and do have a set schedule but what that schedule will 
be under the new bishop is not yet known.  The Deanery representatives do *not* 
need to be members of PPC.  Debbie Burke suggested Tom Bindi be asked if he is 
interested. 
ACTION: Adora will contact Tom regarding interest in serving on the Deanery and 
has asked PPC members to consider this service either for themselves or others within 
the parish. Any interested persons should contact Adora so she can contact Al. 
 

• Youth Ministries Report – Lily Canales sent a report to Adora 
CREED and MS Faith formation:   No report from K-8 this month. 
High School Youth Ministry: Confirmation retreat took place weekend of April 9th 
ending with family mass. Confirmation mass is April 30. 
   

• Evangelization Coordinator – Brad Romantic.   
o Reach More – Discipleship training.  The four person team (Marianne 

Keough, Greg Franz, Jay Bohman, and Mary Berkeley)  has been selected and 
are being trained.  The goal is that by the week of June 5th the next group of 
10-12 people will begin being trained by those just trained.  The idea is to 
create an exponentially growing group of missionary disciples to reach into 
the parish and  community.  

o Tuesday, April 19, Ministry Leaders meeting. Ministry leaders have been 
invited to think about how their ministry can help evangelize for Christ.  
Each of the ministry leaders will be asked to consider various evangelistic 
goals (i.e. increased numbers, demographics, witnessing, etc.) and how 
they might plan for / target such goals within their ministry.  Special 
emphasis will be placed on growing more disciples and reaching more 
people. They will also learn about the new, all in one, parish 
communication system, ParishStaq (www.parishstaq.com).  From their 
advertisement, this program melds together online giving, church 
management, creation of advertisements for church events, a mobile app 
and includes a parish directory.  Staff comments indicate that it is simple to 
learn and utilize.   There are a variety of levels of user access to tools so 
that ministry leaders can have access to what they need to efficiently run 
their ministry. While there is a website portal, COTRNA will keep the 
current website through e-catholic.  E-Catholic works well with ParishStaq. 
The hope is to fully transfer to ParishStaq by June but staff will take the 
summer to “work through the kinks.” 

o Question: When will we have access to a parish directory?  A paper one has 
been created but there are difficulties in getting it printed. Once printed 
they will be sent to each family.  However, once ParishStaq is fully in place, 
(again, expected in June) each parishioner will have access to modifying 

http://www.parishstaq.com/
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their own entry in the directory as well as search the directory by name and 
picture for others.  

o April 26 – Reflection on Return: How to Draw your Child Back to the Faith by 
Brandon Vogt.  Everyone will receive their own study guide.  Registration is 
$10 which includes a copy of the book and a study guide.  Please spread the 
word about this event.   Each Tuesday, for 6-weeks after the event, there will 
be an optional discussion to aid in building a community around this issue.  
While this is intentionally focused on parents and children, the principles are 
applicable for bringing anyone back to the church.    
   

• Suggestion Box Items – Adora Gallagher.  No online suggestions.   
o There were a few suggestion box suggestions requesting that the 

consecration bells be rung again including a parent who recalled how she 
shared her love of the bells with her children.  Father Denis’ responses are: 
there is no requirement for the bells, he prefers the silence (or even clapping 
as is done in Africa), he has heard equally from parishioners who ardently 
want them and those who ardently don’t. He does understand that the 
servers like them and that this issue is emotional because COTRNA had them 
and then they were stopped during a tumultuous time in the parish. 

o When will the nursery be open again during mass?  Fr. Denis asked about 
attendance and asked about whether parents have asked.  He will look into 
it. 

o Will COTRNA hold a live stream watch of the Bishop’s installation on May 31 
at 2 pm? Watch party? He will be ordained at St. Paul’s not in his cathedral. 
Father will check. 

o Will parishioners see summaries from the synod on synodality?  Father 
doesn’t know. 

     
• Pastor’s Comments – Fr. Denis.   

o Thank you for contributing to the El Salvador mission.   There are several 
organizations petitioning to come and make a presentation about their 
ministries and then perhaps plant a seed for participation / solicit donations.  
The difficulty is that if too many come, it could be overwhelming.  Father is 
considering maybe having the parish give a donation but still contemplating 
and praying on it. 

o Parish mission went well.  A large number of confessions throughout the 
Lenten season.  Reconciliation Monday was even more popular than last year 
(Our priests didn’t leave until after 8 pm again).   

o The renovated adoration chapel and new tabernacle will be unveiled at 
Easter vigil on Saturday. It is mostly complete except for some trim work, the 
“Jesus” light, and the new chairs (since they are on backorder).  Until the new 
chairs come in, we will use the old ones.  Katy asked if there will be catchesis 
on the proper approach to the tabernacle.  Father said he will model the 
proper etiquette.     

o The Immigration prayer service went well.  70-90 people attended.  Over 366 
viewed online.  Father Denis advocated for the idea that personal testimony 
changes hearts. 
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o April 30 – Kickoff of Bishop’s Annual Appeal. With the conversations 
surrounding RPRF, this may be a bit tricky particularly in parishes that are 
struggling.  Inflation may affect the giving.  The Foundation is now running 
the BAA.   

o First Communion April 23 and May 1. 
o Father is considering “Wednesdays of Virtues” as a topic for his Wednesday 

talks after Easter.    
 

Old Business • Welcome Breakfast report    Sandra Tarullo-Jacobs 
o Of the 82 nametags, 35 were taken.  9 am was significantly lighter than 11 

am but that could possibly be due to the time change. Knights reported it as 
the biggest breakfast they ever had and want to continue it.   

o Reviewing the process:  Phone calling was straightforward but several PPC 
members found that people didn’t answer their phone.  When they did, it 
was a good opportunity to address questions and people appreciated the 
contact.  Emails were effective for some. Advertising well in advance was 
effective and appreciated.  Encouraging current parishioners to introduce 
themselves to new parishioners is key.  Katy commented that she directly 
asked people to do so.  It was noted that it is important to consider a 
system to encourage mingling.   

o Brad is currently working on a June date since the plan was to do this 
quarterly. Adora asked Katy to update the breakfast advertisement once the 
date is determined. Volunteers and advertising to be discussed then also. 

o Continuing welcome activities:  Brad is currently calling families regarding 
welcome packets to let them know he is coming.  Father may accompany 
Brad to visit new families.   Father noted that in the past the deacons visited 
the homes of new parishioners and that he and Deacon Kevin were now 
going out to bless houses.  Adora continues to deliver crosses from the PPC 
to new families. 

ACTION:  Once decided, Brad will notify PPC and K of C of the June date.  Once 
the date is settled, further preparations (advertisement, nametags, volunteer 
line up,  can begin) 

• Easter Event report – Adora 
o Successful and fun!  40 of the 50 families signed up attended.  The social 

hall was packed. 
o PPC in charge of the coloring eggs.  Paper palms and an Easter centerpiece 

were made 
o 40 dozen eggs were boiled and only 1 dozen were left at the end. 
o Peggy anticipates this being an annual event but may become part of Brad’s 

oversight. 
• Parish Picnic – Adora 

o August 7 
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o Tents: ONeill’s – will not be able to split cost with VBS (which is in June this 
year). Currently planned for the same spot as last year, east of the ministry 
center due to power cords, etc. tent currently planned for the same spot as 
last year.  It was suggested to consider the south side of the ministry closer 
to Granville-Dublin road. 

o Food and Activities: Knights will do Beer and Wind (Sean M.).  Sue L. will 
order food from last year’s caterer, but more.  Kona Ice food truck, Balloon 
artists, and 2 Face Painters have been contacted for the event.  No magician 
– yet.  Chris Bare will be approached for music again.  Yard cgames will be 
set up like last year.  Women’s group Exec committee will serve 
cake(purchased) and ice cream.   

o Katy to do advertisement.  Some talk about a pie judging contest.  Perhaps 
have Katy run? 

o Adora is in the process of assigning ministries both for the purposes of 
reports from those ministries and to encourage them to set up something 
for the picnic.    

o Adora has requested a budget increase for the picnic due to the costs of the 
tents and inflation.   

ACTION:  Adora will secure remaining entertainment, follow up regarding budget, 
and assign ministries for PPC members to contact. Katy will do advertisement for 
the picnic.  Katy to perhaps organize/advertise the pie contest? 

• Debbie Burke shared information about Food Rescues on Saturday mornings after 
the Lenten Buffets.  Sean Morrisey reached out to Debbie about donating left over 
prepared food and ingredients.  This occurred the Saturday after every fish fry.  
Recipient’s included St. Sophia’s, YMCA’s, a refugee center, etc.  

• Sandra Tarullo-Jacobs inquired about EOM homebound ministry noting that her 
relative, staying at a local facility, is only receiving every other week.  Father noted 
that volunteers went from 80 to about 30 during COVID.  An increase in frequency 
will require more volunteers.  It was suggested that Father incorporate a discussion 
of the need for more EOM homebound ministers with catechesis on the proper 
way to approach the altar and tabernacle, in a future homily. 
ACTION: Father to consider how to introduce the need for more EOM homebound 
ministers and proper etiquette around the tabernacle – perhaps in a homily. 

 
New Business • Elections: Lottery for new PPC members  -  Bill Hohman agreed to announce the 

opening of nominations for new members to the PPC at masses the weekend of 
May 7/8.  Adora and Sandy will get together with Mark, Tom, and Bill regarding 
setting everything up for the lottery selection.  Bulletin announcement needs to be 
to Kathy Maguire by May 2 to make it into the bulletin on time.  

• Elections: 2022-23 Executive Committee – Each year a new Executive Committee is 
selected to lead PPC.  There are many supporters for Adora continuing in her role.  
Debbie and Katy expressed willingness to continue as well. It was noted that any 
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current member of PPC that is not rolling off is welcome to put their name in for 
the election that takes place at the May meeting. Following the constitution, a 
paper ballot election will be held during the May meeting.  The person with the 
most votes takes first chair, second most votes second chair, etc.  If needed, run 
offs occur until chairs are filled. 

• Parade – Founder’s Day. Since the Founder’s Day parade is May 21 this year, PPC 
will not participate.  The Independence Day parade is Monday, July 4.  Discussion of 
participation in the Independence Day parade was tabled until the May meeting.  
Debbie Burke noted that it might be good to put a flag behind the float/truck 
saying “Follow us back to church” since the parade ends at Church of the 
Resurrection.  Flags already exist for the front of the truck.  Some suggested it 
might be good to engage other ministries for participation in decorating a truck or 
float and scattering candy.  Some suggested advertising in the bulletin to gauge 
interest in persons or groups wanting to “be in” the parade. 

• Reminder: PPC does not meet in July  
Closing Prayer • Bill Hohman 

 
Meeting adjourned ~9:00 pm 

 
Respectfully submitted -  S. Doty   .   
 
May PPC Meeting:  May 11  @ 7 pm  Location: Ministry Center 
May Opening Prayer:  Travis Polk 
May Closing Prayer:   Bill Hohman 
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